
The Love Test
Score yourself on the statements below.  
1 = This statement is true of me.
2 = This statement is not true of me.

_____!I am patient.! ! ! ! ! _____!I am kind.

_____!I am not jealous.! ! ! ! _____!I do not brag or boast.

_____!I am not arrogant.! ! ! ! _____!I do not act unbecomingly.

_____!I do not seek my own way.!! ! _____!I am not easily provoked.

_____!I do not keep a record of wrongs.! ! _____!I do not take pleasure in wrong-
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! doing.

_____!I love the truth.! ! ! !

What is your total score: _____________  (If you scored more than 11, read on.)

Read 1 Corinthians 13

Another way of looking at this passage is to turn it around.  Instead of looking at where 
you fall short in each of these areas (and we all do), think about the way youʼd love to 
be loved by others.  It might look something like this:  

• I want others to be patient and kind to me.  
• I donʼt want anyone to ever be jealous of me because that hatred is soon to follow.  
• I donʼt like being around people that brag about themselves or those who are arrogant.
• People who act unbecomingly make me uncomfortable.  
• People who demand I do things their way show me they donʼt really  love me because 

they donʼt take my needs into account.  
• People who are easily provoked or who become angry easily are difficult to be around 

because I never really know how theyʼll react and thatʼs scary.  
• When people can remember every wrong thing Iʼve ever done I know they havenʼt 

really forgiven me and that they canʼt possibly love me.  
• Being around people who enjoy doing things I know are wrong make me 

uncomfortable and it makes me afraid that Iʼll start doing those wrong things, too.
• When people love me they tell me the truth.



After seeing this verse from that perspective, it gives us a greater insight into how to 
love the people around me.  When all is said and done, are we really that different?  Do 
any of us need anything more than this?  The truth is... this is exactly  the way God loves 
us.  And this is the way He calls, He commands, us to love one another.  

When we are dealing with children who are “bad” or who are acting out, could this be 
the ʻprescriptionʼ that would help them?  When we are in relationship  with others and 
canʼt seem to break through the walls, the anger, the resentment, could loving them the 
way we want to be loved make the relationship  stronger?  Does healing have to be hard 
and complicated?  Does real love have to be postponed for us till we are in Heaven and 
see God face to face?

So, what can I do?  How do I make loving the way God wants me to love a part of my 
character?  Letʼs turn it back around:

• I will be patient and kind to others.  
• I wonʼt be jealous of anyone because hatred is soon to follow.  
• I wonʼt brag about myself or be arrogant, because no one wants to be around that.
• I wonʼt act unbecomingly because that makes others uncomfortable.  
• I wonʼt demand that others do things my way.  When I do Iʼm showing them that I donʼt 

really love them because I donʼt take their needs into account.  
• I wonʼt be easily  provoked or become angry easily.  When I do I am difficult to be 

around.  People never really know how Iʼll react and thatʼs scary for them.  
• I wonʼt remember every wrong thing someone has ever done.  When I do they know I 

havenʼt really forgiven them and that I canʼt possibly love them.  
• I wonʼt do things that I know are wrong.  When I do I make other people 

uncomfortable.  It makes them afraid that theyʼll start doing those wrong things, too.
• Others will know I love them because I will tell them the truth.

When we love others the way God intended for us to love one another, we donʼt find 
ourselves fighting the same battles over and over again.   When we are loved, others 
are free to love us.  When we are loved by God, we are able to share that love with the 
unlovely, the unkind, with those who will surely not be loved by those who donʼt know 
the grace and mercy given by a Holy and Righteous God.

The following page can be printed and hung up as a reminder of how to practice loving 
others until we get it down pat!!  Perfect practice makes perfect... so choose you this 
day someone that could really use some of the love that God has extended to you.  You 
never really know what Godʼs love, in your hands, given to someone in need might 
accomplish for His Kingdom!

Go on and love.... I dare ya!



Teach Me To Love

I will be patient and kind to others.  

I wonʼt be jealous of anyone because hatred is soon to follow.  
I wonʼt brag about myself or be arrogant, because no one wants 

to be around that.
I wonʼt act unbecomingly because that makes others 

uncomfortable.  
I wonʼt demand that others do things my way.  When I do Iʼm 

showing them that I donʼt really love them because I donʼt take 
their needs into account.  

I wonʼt be easily provoked or become angry easily.  When I do I 
am difficult to be around.  People never really know how Iʼll react 

and thatʼs scary for them.  
I wonʼt remember every wrong thing someone has ever done.  

When I do they know I havenʼt really forgiven them and that I 
canʼt possibly love them.  

I wonʼt do things that I know are wrong.  When I do I make other 
people uncomfortable.  It makes them afraid that theyʼll start 

doing those wrong things, too.
Others will know I love them because I will tell them the truth.


